
Read through the gap-fill sheets with the students and
check their understanding of key words. Allow five minutes
to complete as many of the questions as they can before
reading the information on the CD Rom in “How is the EU
run?”. If they do this individually you will be able to assess
their prior knowledge before they start the activity. The
students will then need to read “How is the EU run?” to
finish the sheet. The activity could be done individually 
or in pairs.

Two slightly different sheets have been provided:  one has
the gap-fill words at the end of the sections to help SEN
students; the other has a box at the bottom containing all
15 words.  Both sheets have been broken down into three
“steps”. The first step is easy; the second is medium
difficulty and the third is difficult. It has been designed so
that you can see at a glance the individual student's level of
knowledge and understanding according to which step they
were able to complete.  

Extension: Students write and test each other with five
more gap-fill/quiz questions about the EU institutions.

The answers are:
Step 1
1. There are five main institutions of the EU.
2. The European Court of Justice is the highest court in 

the EU.
3. MEP is the name given to the people who work in the 

European Parliament.
4. EU stands for European Union.
5.  Brussels is in Belgium.

Step 2
6. The European Court of Justice decides when EU 

members are breaking EU law.
7. Every adult citizen of an EU member state can 

vote for their MEP.
8. The European Parliament represents the peoples

of the EU states.
9. The institutions of the EU are all in Brussels, 

Luxembourg and Strasbourg.
10. EU citizens elect the European Parliament every 

five years.

Step 3
11. MEPs have much bigger constituencies than MPs in 

each country because the European Parliament has to 
represent all the member countries: over 490 million 
people in total.

12. All European laws are passed by your MEPs and your 
ministers in the Council of Ministers.

13. The European Council sets the overall agenda for 
EU policies.

14. The Council of Ministers is at the centre of 
government in the EU rather like the Cabinet 
is in Britain.  

15. The European Commission makes proposals for 
new EU laws.
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How is the EU run? - Gap-fill

Reading fact-files on EU institutions and
completing a gap-fill sheet.

To know the main institutions that make
up the EU

To know the roles and responsibilities of
EU institutions
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Activity Time Resources Key Words/Phrases

KS4

3 (e)

KS3 

3 (k) 

30-40 minutes EU Institutions’
Fact-file

Gap-fill Worksheet

Institution
Head of State
Civil service
Budget
Proposal
Constituency
Policy
The Cabinet

ACTIVITY TIME:
30 - 40 MINUTES


